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Voters pass $70 million bond for GUHSD 

Parent  newsletter

Thunderbird is a proud member of 
the Glendale Union High School 
District 

Thunderbird recently underwent a major makeover, opening up the quad adorned with a 
blue and orange T mural. Photo 5-6 student Cearra Martinez captured the whitewash T on 
the mountain contrasted with T in the quad. 

Chiefs sponsor 77 children and 22 Tbird families

Glendale Union High School 
District Office

Voters approved the passage of a $70 million 
bond at the Nov. 3 election. The Maricopa Coun-
ty Recorder’s Office reported 59.71 percent “yes” 
to 40.29 percent “no.” 

The approval allows the district to fund capital 
improvements at each of the nine high schools 
in the district, including improvements to roofs, 
school safety upgrades and cafeteria infrastruc-
ture renovations. 

We thank the GUHSD community for their 
continued support of our schools and our stu-
dents. 

Adopt-A-Family Thunderbird High School clubs, classrooms, students, teachers and 
parents sponsored families and Thunderbird children this year in the 
annual Adopt-a-Family. Through this program, families are blessed with 
thoughtful gifts and are able to enjoy the holiday season.

ELL raises $200 for family
Cindy McComish

ELL Teacher

The Giving Tree was displayed in the front of-
fice, and people were welcome to grab a card 
that represented a family. Givers bought at least 
3 brand new gifts. Students and faculty were 
hard at work to get all gifts wrapped and deliv-
ered. Thank you to the CPA for the donation of 
the wrapping supplies and for every participant. 

This year, 77 children and 22 Thunderbird families were sponsored through Adopt-a-Family, un-
der the leadership of Laura Ilardo, school social worker. Some of the clubs on campus that spon-
sored families were: Vocal Ensemble, Dance, STUGO, Key Club, Go Green and ROTC. 

The ELL Department raised more than $200 for Adopt-
A-Family this year. Teachers Leigh DeVoto and Cindy 
McComish (not shown) took students (left to right) Angel 
Matul, paraprofessional Luisa Coss, Oscar Vicente, Maron 
Sher and Danyla Dawood to buy the presents. 

The ELL Department at Thunderbird has made a tradition 
of sponsoring a family each year through the program.
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Outdoors Club ventures to 
paintballing, rock climbing

Joseph Clements
Outdoors Club Sponsor

THS Media Center: Home to Christmas haiku poems, 
No Shave November, and Hot Chocolate Study Hour

The Thunderbird Media Center kicked off the holiday season 
with a Christmas tradition book display and other activities in-
cluding creating and posting Christmas Haikus. 

Freshmen students enjoyed a special study session in the Media 
Center on Dec. 10 after school which included hot chocolate, 
cookies and study sessions/ study packets provided by teachers.
It was a complete success! The  Media Center also held a No 
Shave November contest pitting 10 male teachers against each 

During this season of giving, it’s important to remember those 
organizations that are making a difference in our community. 
There are a number of commendable organizations nearby and 
one of those organizations directly benefits the students of Glen-
dale Union High School District. 

ISEE Foundation : The ISEE Foundation is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit 
community organization that supports the mission of the Glendale 
Union High School District. The Foundation was established in 
1983 to enhance collaboration between the business community 
and the Glendale Union High School District. 

The ISEE Foundation goals align with those of the Glendale 
Union High School District. The Foundation’s mission is to pro-
vide additional resources for schools and students and to build 
strong school/community partnerships.Individuals may claim a 
tax deduction for donations made to the foundation. You can con-
sult your tax adviser regarding your personal tax benefit. 

To make a donation, visit http://guhsdaz.sharpschool.com/cms/
One.aspx?portalId=754623&pageId=20007767 complete the form 
and then submit. 

Tax Credit Program: An additional giving option that will ben-
efit the students of the Glendale Union High School District is a 
tax credit donation through the state of Arizona.

Arizona law provides a tax credit for contributions to 
public schools which support extracurricular activities 
and character education programs. You can help Glendale 
Union High School students while possibly lowering your 
tax bill by making a donation.

A tax credit is different from a deduction because you 
may subtract the whole contribution from the amount of 
taxes you may owe the state of Arizona. An individual may 
contribute as much as $200, and a couple filing jointly may 
contribute as much as $400 to a public school and receive 
the money back in the form of a tax credit.

Tax credit donations can be made online or by complet-
ing a form at www.guhsdaz.org.

To be eligible for a state tax credit in 2015, your contri-
bution must be received or postmarked by April 15, 2016.

Nearby organizations 
make lasting impact

Under the direction of Jo-
seph Clements, English 
teacher, the Outdoors Club 

other.  The goal: Grow your best beard in a month and raise mon-
ey for a faculty member recently touched by cancer.  

A big thanks goes to all who participated (Mr. Francis, Mr. 
Casper, Mr. Pinkerton, Mr. Fowler, Mr. Hutson, Mr. Cox, Mr. 
McCrae, Mr. Melton, Mr. Brayer and Mr. Fett).  

Thunderbird Reads will take place in late April. Thunderbird 
Reads titles will be available in January.

Left: Hundreds of 
freshmen gathered at 
the first Hot Choco-
late study hour Dec. 
10. Students were able 
to receive extra credit 
and additional help 
with their studies. 

Below: The Me-
dia Center hosted a 
No Shave Novem-
ber competition and 
fundraiser among 
10 male teachers on 
campus. 

Alex Fowler
Media Center Director

tries to plan one exciting 
outing per month. In Sep-
tember, the club visited AZ 
on the Rocks in Scottsdale 
for indoor rockclimbing. 
Their October outing was to 
Westworld Paintball. About 
13 students attended and 
competed in an outdoor 
paintball arena.



Jazz bands, culinary present 
evening filled with jazz, pie

Happy Holidays from 
the Thunderbird 

Counseling Department!

DID YOU KNOW?...

 Registration for the 
2015-2016 school 

year is approaching! Fresh-
men need to have their 

Lee Chandler
Wrestling Coach

The Thunderbird Jazz Band and 
Culinary Arts program collaborated 
and presented a spectacular mix of jazz 
band and pie under the sky on Nov. 
17. Jazz 1 and Jazz 2 performed for 
community members, and welcomed  
special guest Mountain Sky’s Jazz band. 

The Thunderbird and Mountain 
Sky bands performed together and 
entertained many while guests enjoyed 
hot chocolate and pie prepared by the 
Culinary program, under the direction 
of Lucy Lamont.  The jazz bands played 
four pieces arranged by Milas Yoes, 
the band director at Phoenix College.  
He was in attendance and helped with 
introductions.  

The night was very successful, and it 
was wonderful to have it on the stage of 
the newly renovated quad.

Your Thunderbird Theatre Department is 
excited to be producing Disney’s Tarzan as its 
Spring Musical and to be traveling to Disney-
land to have students partake in workshops 
with professional Disney actors, designers, 
and directors. Tarzan will run February 19th- 
21st & February 26th- 28th at 7:00pm in the 
THS Auditorium. Tickets are $8 for Adults 
and $6 for Students/Children.  Tax credit do-
nations to the department will help us produce 
our show and take students to Disneyland who 
would normally be unable to afford the trip. 
For more information, please contact the The-
atre Department at 623-915-8900 EXT 7252.

Tarzan musical 
coming in spring

Kris Hutson 
Director of Bands

Thunderbird Jazz Band members performed under 
the stars in their annual “Jazz and Pie Under the Sky” 
event on Nov. 17. The Mountain Sky Jazz Band also 
attended and performed alongside the high school 
band. The culinary arts program at Thunderbird pro-
vided the delicious pie and hot chocolate. Many com-
munity members attended and enjoyed the music and 
treats on the stage of the newly renovated quad.

COUNSELINGcorner
4-year plan, a short meeting 
in which educational goals are 
discussed and classes planned, 
in order to get registered for 
the next year.  Please encour-
age your freshman to see his 
or her counselor to schedule 
this meeting.  Sophomores 
just visited Counseling in the 
past week or two to re-look at 

class selections, and juniors, 
you will visit the Counseling 
Center in January to schedule 
classes. 

Parents, be looking for reg-
istration forms to sign!

Seniors, if you need a let-
ter of recommendation, 

you need to see your counselor 
ASAP to discuss all important 
details.  Also, if you are trying 
to figure out how to pay for 
college, please come to FAFSA 
Night held on campus in Janu-
ary to get help filling out your 

FAFSA, your application for 
grants and loans.

Juniors, if you’re univer-
sity-bound, this spring is 

the time for you to take the 
SAT - ACT!  Both tests are 
equally accepted as college 
entrance exams, so if you 
want help picking which one 
to take, stop by Counseling. 
Visit each test’s website to 
sign up:          
SAT www.sat.collegeboard.
org/register |    
ACT www.actstudent.org 

Danny Cox
Theatre Director

Student Council and the Media Cen-
ter co-hosted a competition among de-
partments for “Teacher of the Month.” 
Faculty and students voted on their fa-
vorites, and are are the results: 

September - Ron Pinkerton (English)
October - Amy DiMeola (Math)
November - Renee Kaye (Science) 

Wrestling battles for tournament trophy
 Will host Barro’s fundraiser night

Thunderbird wrestlers took home a second 
place trophy at their first tournament of the year 
at the Valley Classic on December 5th.

Please support the wrestling program by at-
tending our BARRO’S FUNDRAISER.

25% OF YOUR ORDER WILL BE DONATED 
TO:  THUNDERBIRD WRESTLING!

Date:  Wednesday January 13th
Time:     10:30 am – 10:00 pm
Location: Barro’s Pizza
  15440 N 7th St. Phoenix, 85022
Carryout: 602-863-3888

Teachers   of the Month



Students

Glendale Union High School District
7650 N 43rd Avenue
Glendale, AZ 85301
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PRINCIPAL JEANNIE PAPARELLA

The Glendale Union High School District does not discriminate on 
the basis of race, color, national origin, sex, age, or disability. 

El Glendale Union High School District no discrimina a raza, color, 
nacionalidad, genero, edad, o habilidad diferenciada.
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RecognizedEric Smith 
Honors & Awards Chair

Fall Students of the Month
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ALC
September: MacKenzie McMullen
October: Collyn Welch

CTE
September: Lacey Caraway
October: Keith Kessler

ELL
September: Gulalai Fnu

Foreign Language
September: Savannah Bartilomo
October: Erik McGregor

Language Arts
September: Abigail Weber
October: Donovan Pichon

Math
September: George Petrucz
October: Jessica Macedo Albavera

PE
September: Kobe Ganados
October: Julissa Hernandez 
   Montalvo

Performing Arts
September: Samantha Baird
October: JT Kerns

ROTC
September: Justice Felton Male:  Mark Morrissey

Female:  Hayley Nielsen

September
 Outstanding Seniors

Science
September: MacKenzie McMullen
October: Chance Schaffer

Social Studies
September: Vanessa Garcia
October: Mason Martinez

Visual Arts
September: Vanessa Leonardo

Each month, teachers nominate students who showed exemplary behavior and outsanding effort from each department. Here 
are the winning students from September and October with the department that nominated them. Congratulations to all! 

Male:  Sean Tamboer
Female: Darian Holstad

October
 Outstanding Seniors

September 
Rotary Student
Victoria Bittinger

October 
Rotary Student
Rachel Gettinger


